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nt/Live: 
LITTLE AXE (USA)


BLUES/DUB/ELECTRONIC/ROCK
Skip McDonald: guitar, vocals

Doug Whimbish: e-bass, laptop

Keith LeBlanc: drums, laptop

Donnerstag, 1. Juni 2006, 22.30 Uhr, nt*/Lounge

Erlenstrasse 21, 4058 Basel. 

Das Betreten des Areals erfolgt auf eigenes Risiko.

Abendkasse: CHF 30.- / Vorverkauf: CHF 28.-, Roxy Records Basel, +41 61 261 91 90

PRESSETEXT

Blues für das 21. Jahrhundert // Grosse Musikgeschichte im kleinen nt/Areal

SENSATION! – Als Hausband der «Sugarhill Gang» schrieben sie Musikgeschichte, formierten sich neu als Speed-Noise-Funk-Combo «Tackhead» spielten bei Madonna, James Brown, George Clinton, Africa Bambaata, Living Colour... Nun geben sie dem Blues ein neues grooviges Gesicht.

Sie waren mit dabei, als 1979 resp. 1981 der Rap die Charts eroberte: Skip McDonald, Doug Whimbish und Keith LeBlanc bildeten damals die Sugarhill House Band, welche den Instrumentalpart zu «Rappers Delight» und «The Message» (Grandmaster Flash) lieferten. Später verpassten sie als «Tackhead» - und erweitert um den Sänger Bernard Fowler - dem Funk eine kräftiges Dosis Noise und Speed. Alle drei haben in den 90ern einmal bei «Living Colour» gespielt. Begehrt sind und waren sie auch als Musiker/Writers/Producers bei der Crème de la Crème des Musikbusiness.: Madonna, The Rolling Stones, Afica Bambaata, George Clinton, Primal Sream, Depeche Mode, Jeff Beck, The Cure, Peter Gabriel, James Brown, R.E.M., Tina Turner, um nur Einige zu nennen. Eine enge Zusammenarbeit verbindet sie auch mit dem On-U Label von Adrian Sherwood.

Das Projekt «Little Axe» läuft seit 1992. Als Gallionsfiguren des neuen Blues würzen sie diesen in revolutionärer Weise mit zeitgenössischen Attributen wie Dub, Dancefloor und Electronics - zukunftsweisend und doch authentisch. Aus Legenden und Samples destillieren sie ihre eigenen Essenzen von grosser hypnotischer Kraft. Fünf Alben haben «Little Axe» auf den Markt gebracht, zuletzt «Champagne & Grits» (2004) auf Peter Gabriels Label «Realworld». Live zeigt sich «Little Axe» von der kraftvollen groovigen Seite, sodass anlässlich ihrer letzten Europatournee Musikjournalisten in Spanien, Österreich, Holland und Deutschland ihren Auftritt zum Konzert des Jahres kürten.

Das nt/Areal freut sich, die Konzertsaison mit einem derart brillanten Leckerbissen abschliessen zu können. (Doug Whimbish begeisterte bereits 2003 mit Headfake im nt/Areal).
Infos:
www.realworldrecords.com/littleaxe

www.little-axe.com

www.myspace.com/littleaxesound
Online-Sounds:
www.realworldrecords.com/littleaxe (ganze CD Champagne & Grits)


www.areal.org/scripts/detail.php?id=1083 (andere Songs inkl. Sugarhill Gang & Tackhead)


www.amazon.com (Little Axe ins Suchfeld eingeben)
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BIOGRAPHIEN (taken from www.tackhead.com)

SKIP MCDONALD
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Skip McDonald IS Little Axe. Providing guitars, bass, keyboards, and vocals, Little Axe is the return to the blues that Skip grew up with and learned from his father. Born Bernard Alexander on 1 September 1949, Dayton, Ohio in the USA. Skip McDonald learned to play the blues on his father's guitar from the age of 8, although by the time he was 12 years old he had opted to perform doo-wop. 
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But from picking up a guitar as a child, and returning to his roots with Little Axe, there has been a long twisting road. McDonald, along with bassplayer Doug Wimbish and drummer Keith LeBlanc formed the house band for the pioneering rap label Sugar Hill, providing the music for some of the most seminal records of the era by Grandmaster Flash, Afrika Bambaata, Force M.D.'s and others. From there he worked closely with Adrian Sherwood on many of projects for the On-U Sound label, as well as spearheading the band Tackhead and working with Living Colour. 

But first, back to Dayton, Ohio. 

Having completed his high school education Skip left Dayton with a band called the Ohio Hustlers, which broke up not long after relocating to New York City. His first professional work as a musician began when he formed the Entertainers who toured the east coast through to the mid-70s. 

He moved on to Hartford, Connecticut, and there's when he met Doug Wimbish, who played in a band called Wood, Brass & Steel. Wood, Brass & Steel recorded a selftitled album for All Platinum Records, the label of Sylvia and Joe Robinson, in 1976. Skip and Doug played a lot of music together, in clubs and colleges around New York, New Jersey, Connecticut and Massachusetts. 

In 1979, three years after the Wood, Brass & Steel album, Skip and Doug teamed up with drummer Keith LeBlanc and they became the house band for Sugarhill Records, the Robinson's new label. The trio played on some of the earliest rap hits such as The Message and White Lines (Don't Do It) with Grandmaster Flash. 

While they worked at Sugarhill, LeBlanc also freelanced at Tommy Boy Records where he first met Adrian Sherwood. LeBlanc introduced his colleagues to Sherwood and the trio were persuaded to relocate in London. Upon their entry into the On-U Sound fold, the group formed a production team and, again, a house band, this time for On-U. The three participated in dozens of records on Sherwood's label. 

The partnership developed and metamorphosed into a fully-fledged band, Tackhead. Though good working relationships remain to this day, the dispersion of Tackhead in the early 1990s saw Keith and Doug pursue more of their own projects and play less often togther. 

For Skip the time since has seen him work ever more closely with Sherwood, both on his own projects and as a musician or guest vocalist on many other of Adrian's On-U Sound productions - such as by Junior Delgado, Bim Sherman, Dub Syndicate and African Head Charge, sometimes along side Keith and /or Doug. 

Skip has been the prime mover behind Little Axe since around 1992. Under a name inspired by Bob Marley's Small Axe and gospel singer Willmer 'Little Ax' Broadnax, the debut album Wolf That House Built was a personal take on blues and dub, and was released to critical acclaim in 1994. This had followed a partial release in Japan compiled in a slightly different form and with a different title (Never Turn Back) the previous year. The second Little Axe album, Slow Fuse, was also well received. 

Then it remained silent for far too long. In 2002 Skip's third Little Axe album Hard Grind became the first release for four years on Sherwood's revived and re-launched On-U Sound label with a mixture of raw blues and reggae. While Hard Grind will no doubt will also draw comparisons to Moby's Play, it was Skip who pioneered the fusion of Blues and Electronic music with Little Axe. 

Skip McDonald has recently finished the fourth Little Axe album, Champagne and Grits, released on Peter Gabriel's Real World Records in September 2004. In the meantime, be on the look out for his live performances..

More information: www.realworldrecords.com/littleaxe
DOUG WHIMBISH
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Doug Wimbish grew up listening to the sounds of 60's and 70's music. He was inspired by exposure to greats such as Miles Davis, George Clinton and Sly & The Family Stone. Given his first guitar at the age of 12, Doug initially played both guitar and bass, but at the age of 17 he discovered that the bass was where his passion lived. 

Doug's mission began with his thirst for music. He attended workshops at the local Artist Collective and studied theory at the Hartford Conservatory, where he met Jackie McClean, Jaki Byard and Skip McDonald and Keith LeBlanc. Together they established an unrivaled reputation for their studio accomplishments. In 1983, they released The Message and White Lines (Grandmaster Flash and The Furious Five), as the house band for Sugarhill Records which attained multi-platinum sales. 

In 1984, at the suggestion of Arthur Baker, Wimbish, along with McDonald and LeBlanc, he moved to London with LeBlanc and McDonald, to work with British mixer/producer Adrian Sherwood of On-U Sound. Together they formed the radical cutting edge ensemble Tackhead, best known for their eclectic funk-metal underground sound. That combo has since written, produced and played for a wide array of international artists including Bim Sherman (reggae balladeer), Audio Active (Japanese industrial), Primal Scream (with Irving Welsh) and African Head Charge. 

As a sought-after master of his instrument, Doug has recorded and performed with a diverse roster of talent including The Rolling Stones, Madonna, Carly Simon, Depeche Mode, Jeff Beck and Mick Jagger. 

In 1991, Doug was introduced to hard-rock sensation Living Colour through drummer Will Calhoun, which lead to him replacing Muzz Skilings on bass. While with Living Colour, Doug recorded two successful albums Stain and Pride. In 1993, Living Colour received a Grammy nomination for a song co-written by Doug, Leave It Alone. 

In late 1998, Doug had three projects due for releases, including Jungle Funk, Headfake and a solo effort. Teaming up once again with his pal Will Calhoun from Living Colour and vocalist Vinx, he created Jungle Funk, a project of tribal sounds and funky jazz accents. The band performed over 100 shows and festivals internationally during the past year, including The Montreux Jazz Festival and North Sea Jazz Festival. 

Jungle Funk's album was released and distributed throughout Europe by EFA Records. Headfake, a collaboration between Wimbish and Will Calhoun, features metaphoric bass lines and head banging drums. Doug's solo debut Trippy Notes for Bass possesses ambient, trippy grooves with help from Bernie Worrell, Alex Foster, Will Calhoun and his old mates from On-U Sound: Keith LeBlanc, Skip McDonald and Adrian Sherwood. 

Doug has continued to work on many high profile projects. He performed on The Rolling Stones' Bridges to Babylon album (along with Tackhead singer Bernard Fowler on backing vocals), co-wrote a Lionel Richie album with Andre Betts (Madonna's producer), played on Atlantic records rising star Nicole Renee's album, and performed on Depeche Mode's Ultra album. The Headfake Productions team of Doug Wimbish and Will Calhoun co-produced and played on the Herb Alpert album Colours. 

Doug Wimbish released his first solo album, Trippy Notes for Bass, in 1999, apart from projects such as Jungle Funk and Black Jack Johnson (Mos Def, Bernie Worrell), that involve Living Colour mate Will Calhoun. Wimbish and Calhoun are Head>>Fake and are once again part of Living Colour. In 2004 Doug inspirated his Tackhead team mates for a reunion. 

More information: www.dougwimbish.com
KEITH LEBLANC
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Keith LeBlanc started out as a session drummer with Sugarhill Records, early 1980's. He formed the Sugar Hill House Band with fellow Americans Doug Wimbish (bass) and Skip «Little Axe» McDonald (guitar), working with leading rap artists as The Sugarhill Gang (Rapper's Delight) and Grandmaster Flash and Melle Mel on The Message and Freedom. 

From his own Malcolm X No Sell Out, the first ever sampling record, on Tommy Boy Records (1983) to his involvement in creating the sound of funk noise giants Tackhead with Wimbish, McDonald and British dub producer Adrian Sherwood, he has gained recognition as one of the top and most innovative drummers/programmers around. 

His landmark album Major Malfunction (considered to be the first Tackhead recording, although credited to LeBlanc solo) was of great influence to a whole generation of musicians. The album, a reaction to the 1986 Challenger space shuttle disaster, started off a whole new genre of industrial music. 

Apart from his work as member of the legendary On-U Sound posse, Keith LeBlanc has continued to experiment with new sounds using his own Blanc Records as a base from which to release pioneering albums and push musical boundaries even further. Apart from that he made nine sampling cd's so far for the Advanced Media Group with loads of drum samples and sound effects, free for anyone to use. 

His writing and production skills have attracted the likes of Living Colour, Peter Gabriel, The Cure, Ministry, and Nine Inch Nails. As a drummer/programmer he has worked with everyone from James Brown to Trevor Horn, Seal to R.E.M., The Rolling Stones, Annie Lennox, Jalal (Last Poets), The Stone Roses, Robert Palmer and Bomb The Bass. He also produced Charles & Eddie's hit record Would I Lie To You, along with Tim Simenon of Bomb The Bass. 

More recent work includes sessions for Annie Lennox, Tina Turner, Brian Ferry, Sony artists Sunscreem, Babylon Zoo, Sussan Deyhim, Depeche Mode, Doug Wimbish, Sinead O'Connor, Little Axe and of course Adrian Sherwood's solo project Never Trust a Hippy?. 

More information: www.keithleblanc.com
DISCOGRAFIE LITTLE AXE

Stone Cold Ohio 
(cd, Real World Records - to be released June/September 2006) 

Champagne And Grits 
(cd on Real World Records - 2004) 

Hard Grind 
(cd on On-U Sound and Fat Possum - 2002) 

Slow Fuse 
(2lp/cd on Wired Recordings - 1996) 

Fusion 

(limited edition bonus-cd with 'Slow Fuse', containing remixes)

(cd on Wired Recordings - 1996) 

Storm Is Rising 
(12" on Wired Recordings - 1996) 

(cds on Wired Recordings - 1996) 

SHORT FUSE >> Limited Edition Album Promo 
(cd on Wired Recordings - 1996) 

The Wolf That House Built 
(2lp/cd on Wired Recordings - 1994) 

THE WOLF THAT HOUSE BUILT (Promo Copy Only) 
(10" lateral cut on Okeh Records - 1995) 

Another Sinful Day 
(12" on Wired Recordings - 1995) 

(cds on Wired Recordings - 1995) 

The Wolf That House Built 
(cd on Okeh/Epic Records - 1994) 

Ride On (Fight On) 
(10" on Wired Recordings - 1994) 

(12" on Wired Recordings - 1994) 

(cds on Wired Recordings - 1994) 

Never Turn Back 
(cd on On-U Sound Records & Alfa/Spin Records - 1993) 

TOURPLAN LITTLE AXE SPRING 2006

May-30     ZÜRICH (CH)            moods

May-31     INNSBRUCK (A)        treibhaus

June-01    BASEL (CH)              nt areal

June-02    VIENNA (A)               porgy

June-03    BERN (CH)                reithalle

June-04    FRANKFURT (D)         brotfabrik

June-05    RAALTE (NL)              festival

June-05    ZOETERMEER (NL)     boerderij

June-06    BREMEN (D)           radio bremen

June-07    HALLE (D)                 objekt 5

June-08    DORTMUND (D)         domizil

June-09    BERLIN (D)               volksbühne

June-10    ROSTOCK (D)           mau

June-11    BERLIN (D)               garbaty

June-13    PRAGUE (CZ)            lucerna

June-14    LIBEREC (CZ)           casta club

June-15    PLZEN (CZ)              house of blues

June-16    BLANSKO (CZ)          black hill

June-17    HAVLICKUVO (CZ)   kasarna






